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PREFACE

Iugoslavia, the Serbo-Croato-Slovene (S. H. S) State is
passing from hell to purgatory. At the end of a struggle waged
throughout several centuries against the Turks, the Serbs
succeeded at last, at the cost of immense sacrifices, in setting
up a Kingdom of their own. Disinherited by fate, the Croats and
Slovenes as well as the Serbs of old Austria-Hungary had to
endure the crushing load of the Austro-Hungarian yoke even
after the creation of modern Serbia. Then came the war, — the
world war for the deliverance of weak peoples enslaved by
imperialist force. Heroic but tiny Serbia took up the challenge
of haughty German militarism at the moment when she had
parely laid down the arms she had been obliged to take up
against the treacherous attack of her eastern neighbour. The
Dance of Death began. The Croats and Slovenes of Austria-
Hungary were placed in a most painful predicament. So far as
circumstances permitted, they had with all their heart and soul
and by practical collaboration participated in the Balkan wars,
directing every eftort towards the realisation of the great aim
dreamed of by the Slavs, — the Balkans for the Balkan peoples.
And now that their fate was directly at stake and it was an
immediate question of their liberty, their rights, their millen-
nial aspirations, to which they had sacrificed hundreds of
thousands of their very best,—on the day when they instinctive-
ly divined that the dawn of a better age was arising, they were
languishing in fetters imposed by an overwhelmingly powerful
army, surrounded by police and gendarmery, leaving them not
the slightest chance of resistance. Truly a tragic fate for a nation
which had for centuries shed rivers of blood to protect the
civilization and liberty of the West.

The double-headed eagle struck its sharp and piercing
claws deep into the flesh of its wretched slaves, the Slovenes
and Croats. The inquisitorial spy system of the astute detectives
of a Police-run State ferreted out the “‘traitors” and haled them
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ing a sense of morality and justice. Natural law gained the
victory over unjust man-made law. The more the State raged

oPpressors. Almost a]] classes took pbart in this struggle, each
in its own way, — native members of the Government, native

thus to destroy the vehicle of mighty imperial militarism. Of
course this was not done straightway in public, Byt everything
Was undermined ang obstructed by political, social, economic
and military actijon carried on in silence and obscurity. Little
could be done in the broad daylight of publicity. Ope day

Moneyyeteus i thia Way every one took bart in the struggle

Prepared soil. No one knows the eXtent of the Organization nor
Yetwho are the responsible leaders, There are cases of “treach-
ery” at the front; sabotage, boyecott, revolts and rea] guerilla
Warfare become increasingly frequent ; defeatism jg manifest
in all its forms; desertions increage Wholesale, — and all this jg

organized Propaganda in favour of liberation and the idealg of
the Entente,

We do not Propose to estimate here how much this Systematic
and persistent “sapping” of the Croats and Slovenes helped
to prevent the Central Powers from being all the time successfy]

least in so far as deplorable circumstances bPermitted them to do
80. Their agitation at home and at the front, no legg than the
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active part played by the “Jugoslav legions” (composed on the
one hand of Serb, Croat and Slovene deserters and prisoners of
war, and on the other of Serb, Croat and Slovene volunteers
from America) on various battlefields — notably in the Dobrudja
and on the Salonica front, — has already found a fair measure of
recognition in the various Entente countries.

In the following pages we reproduce 2 few documents
translated verbatim from the official originals. These official
reports from Austro-Hungarian military headquarters bear
witness — at least to small extent — to the conduct of the
Croats and Slovenes during the world war (1).

The originals are at the disposal of everybody and can be
consulted at the Hotel Beau-Site, Room 31, &4, rue de Presbourg.

It goes without saying that this is only a small number of the
documents in existence. The vast war archives of the late
Monarchy of Austria-Hungary have by no means been fully
examined as yet, and it must be borne in mind that not all the
documents are in the possession of the young Jugoslav State.
Not until all the documents are collected and collated will it be
possible to write the true history of the revolutionary activity
of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes of the late Habsburg Monarchy-
A perusal of the documents published here, the dates they bear
and the localities where they were drawn up are sufficient,
however, to give an idea of the history of our revolution.

These documents are eloquent in themselves and 1 abstain
from all further comment. The acts censured in these commun-
jcations throw a strong light upon the national conscience and
the clearly defined aim pursued by the Croats and Slovenes.
How great the strength of purpose, boldness and contempt of
death required to work thus systematically and persistently
against the Austro-Hungarian State which left no stone unturned
to stifle the smallest breath of liberty by the most revolting acts!
The revolutionary agitation did not triumph, alas! without our
having to lament many victims. Several tens of thousands of
persons of every age and sex had to pay withjtheir lives for the

e

(1) The Jugoslav Committee has already in part given publicity to the attitude and
acts of Slovenes and Croats in various lectures and in articles published in the press
or in special pamphlets.

Consultinter alia: The Southern Slav Bullelin 1915-1919, London Edition : 20, Ashburn
Place, S. W. 7: In Darkest Europe : Austria-Hungary’s Effort to Eaxterminate her
Jugoslav Subjects; Austro-Magyar Judicial Crimes ; A Bulwark against Germany, by
B. Vosnjak ; — (these publications and many others to be obtained at the Jugoslav
Committee — Paris, 17, rue Cadet) — the Habsburg Monarchy, by H. W. Steed
(Comtable & Co. Ltd.) : the Balkans, Italy and the Adriatic, by R. W. Seton-Watson
(Nisbet & Co.) The New Europe (Eyre et Spottiswoode).




conquest of liberty, Thepe Was nota day during the war when
the gallows, the €Xecution platoonsg and the cells of the casemates
were not fulﬁlling their dismal burpose. It shoyulq be Specially
Pointed out that the sufferers were mostly People who had never
shouldered » rifle. The burnt villages of Srem and Bosnia,
ravaged Dalmatia and Istria, blood-soaked Slovenia, are so Inany
melancholy monuments — worse than those Jeft behind them by
the Turks — of Austro-Hungarian brutality in oyr lands, Whole
regions were depopulated, 8everal tens of thousands of Jugoslays
'nterned, and the filthy goals of Marbuyr ; Leibnitz, Gmiinden,
Méillersdorf, Doboj, Tuzla, Arad, ang S0 many other Places were
stained with the blood of Jugoslay martyrs,

FRANjO BARAC, p. D.
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In 1908, on the occasion ofBosnia-Hercegovina’s annexation
by the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, an insurrectionary move-
ment was contemplated in Bosnia-Hercegovina, Croatia-
Slavonia and Dalmatia. The general international situation,
however, and that withinthe Habsburg Monarchyin particular,
was not favourable to an enterprise of the kind at the time.
The Note of General Sheuere, Military Commander in Zagreb,
which we reproduce below, proves the existence of a revolution-
ary plot in the Jugoslav provinces in 1908.

Under O. N. 2.682. L. and R. Military Command
November 17, 1914.

Sheuere writes to the High Command aboutthe propagand-
ist activity ever since 1908, referring to the telegram of October 8,
1908, No 707/16 reporting that {he Serbian Minister for Foreign
Affairs conferred with the Jugoslav Club with reference to
the transfer of arms, etc... across the Drina for the purpose of
organising an insurrection in Bosnia and Hercegovina, and
that Babic, Gjalski, Supilo, Medakovic and Grgic would re-
ceive instructions from Belgrade.

Furthermore, under No. 1065-B of October 11th 1908 inform-
ation was given that the * Committee for Organizing Insurrect-
jons in our Jugoslav Lands” had decided on October 5th 1908 o
request arms, etc... from the Minister, and to ask Messrs.
Babic, Gjalski, Supilo and Medakovic to prepare immediately
«qll that is necessary to instigate @ revolt throughout their
territories, Every thing that these persons should mention as
being necessary for the attainment of this object was to be
placed at their disposal”. The insurrection was to be carried
out by bands organized within the country.

\
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iI. AND R. MILITARY COMMAND
IN ZAGREB

O. N. 805,

To the Royal Provincial Government
of Croatia-Slavonia-Dalmatia
Zagreb

Zagreb, August 19, 1914.

During the last days it has frequently occured in Zagreb —
and presumably also in the provinces — that the population has
been agitated by false alarmist news and the most incredible
rumours.

It is to be assumed that certain elements spread these false
rumours on purpose among the population, in order to provoke
despondency and exploit the latter for their own ends.

The Military Command has the honour to prefer the official
request that the proper authorities be instructed to proceed with
the greatest severity against the dissemination of false rumours.

1t is also to be recommended to give general publicity to the
foregoing, supplied with suitable comment.

(sgd) SCHEUERE,
General of Division.

Received by the Executive of the, Royal Provincial Govern-
ment of Croatia-Slavonia-Dalmatia in Zagreb.

Dep. N° 5.470 - August 20, 1914.
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K. N° 114

To the Royal Government Commissioner
Vukovar

Brcko, September 12, 1914,

Indjija, i. e, in a sector occupied by our troops, the track has
been blown up, for which act in all probability the local Pop-
ulation is responsible,

These Occurences and the disposition generally brevailing in
Syrmia render it €cessary to take the most stringent measures,
in pursuance ofthe decree ofthe Royal Hungarian Prime Minister,
No. 6538 of 1914, ang that of the Superior Local Command No. 913

14

To The Royal Provineia] Government of Croatia-Slavonia-

Zagreb

Breko, Septemper 12, 1914,
For official intimation

(sgd) LaNpwEng Corongr.
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I. AND R. MILITARY COMMAND
IN ZAGREB

0. N. 1775

Appeal against the War

To the Royal Provincial Government
of Croatia-Slavonia-Dalmatia

Zagreb, September 26, 1914.

Enclosed two appeals were found by a patrol of gendarmes
on a hill visible a long way off, near Dragalj (Bocche di Cat-
taro), fastened to a pole.

There is reason to believe that these appeals were not manu-
factured in Montenegro, but elsewhere.

Their introduction into other parts of the Monarchy seems
likewise probable.

I request that all subordinate authorities and officials be
informed of the above and called upon to deliver any such
appeals they may happen to find to their superiors, who are to
inform the Military Command thereof.

Identical instructions forwarded to the Royal Provincial
Government of Croatia-Slavonia-Dalmatia and the Royal
Government of Fiume.

(sgd) ScHEUERE,

General of Division.
A

Copy I (Original in Serbo-Croatian)

Brother Slavs.:
Listen wherever you may be 11

The hour has struck, the great hour of your final liberation
from the German yoke. Your insolent oppressors with their
inherent grossness have not shrunk from saying latterly that
the Slavs are only good enough to serve as fertilizer of the fields
where German culture is to grow and thrive. And every means
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I, AND R. MILITARY COMMAND
IN ZAGREB

0. N. 1764

Measures against pan-Serbian Propaganda

To His Excellency I. andR. Privy Councillor
Dr. Ivan Baron Skerlecz
Ban of the Kingdoms of Croatia, Slavonia and Dalmatig

Zagreb, Septemper 26th. 1914

On the grounds of the réport of the I, ang R}
5th. Army Command
5th Local Army Command

K. N. 116 of September 21th, which was also brought to
my notice, I consider myself justified in assuming that Youp
Excellency will subject the subordinate official personnel,
whether high or low, to a most searching enquiry and incxorably
dismiss from office each onewho hag been at all remiss in dealing
with seditious agitation,

As I know from Your Excellency, Syrmia used to be consid-
ered loyal, and only a few individual, not altogether irreproach-
able officials Were: at once, at the beginning of the mobil-
isation, replaced by others,

How far the countryside was in tr
vealed by regrettable facts,
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1. AND R. 5TH ARMY COMMAND
LOCAL ARMY COMMAND

K. N. 163

To the Royal Provincial Government of
Croatia-Slavonia—Dalmatia
Zagreb

Brecko October 3rd 1914.

Op No. 494/ OK of the High Command of the Balkan Armies.

Nativecivilians rendering tremselves guilty of any of the crim-
inal acts quoted in Art. 14 of the Military Penal Code (signall-
ing, assistance of any other kind rendered to the enemy, damag-
ing of telegraph wires, etc...) are throughout the Monarchy
amenable to military (Landwehr) penal jurisdiction. For these
crimes martial law has been proclaimed. In cases of urgent
necessity the Military Commands are to proceed independently
(without consulting a judge-advocate, etc...) in virtue of Pt. 1.,
Art. 513 and 515, of the Service Regulations and Pt. 11. Art. 61 of

the same. .

Ordinance of the I. and R. High Command No. 913.

In case of hostile attitude on the part of the local population
the application of the War Exigencies Law is often urgently ne-
cessary; as e.g. the taking and killing of hostages, burning down
of villages, measures against well-poisoning, decimating of the
local population, etc...

In the application of these reprisals due circumspection and the
needful consideration are to be observed, so as to restrict thcse
measures to cases of absolute necessity.

The foregoing orders are to be brought to the notice of the civil
population.

Copy in conformity with draft approved by His Excellency the
Commander of the Army.

LANDWEHR.

Received by the Executive of the Royal Provincial Goverment
of Croatia-Slavonia—Dalmatia in Zagreb, October 6,1914.
O.N. 7050.
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VIII

In the dispatch of November 2nd. 1914 O.N. 2590, adressed
to the Army G.H.Q., G.H.Q. of the Balkan Forces and the
Departmental Office of the Ministry, Military Commander
Scheuere writes as follows :

(several lines omitted)

The country is deeply penetrated with treachery against our
army which is fighting with enthusiasm, gallantry and heroism.
This treachery has already cost thousands and thousands of lives
of officers and men who are loyal to the Emperor, and from the
depositions of all the wounded it transpires, that no one fears the
enemy, but that all have feared treachery at the front, to left and
right, in the rear, from the trees and houses...

By treachery every movement of our troops was and is still
immediately communicated to the enemy ; the enemy artillery is
served by scoutingand observation service, and helped by signals
to get the range with lightning rapidity. Light signals, smoke
signals, the placing of the hands of church-tower clocks, herds of
cows or geese, imitation of animal noises, the exhibition of black-
and-yellow flags, etc., etc. indicated reinforcements and move-
ments of troops. It has even been proved that information con-
cerning our own and enemy positions, events of the war,
military movements, etc... has in an hitherto inexplicable way
penetrated far into the interior inhabited by Serbs.

The writer then proceeds to lay the blame chiefly upon the
Orthodox clergy and the native educated classes, who have
for years been guilty of agitation in this spirit.
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I. AND R. MILITARY COMMAND
IN ZAGREB

N. O. 3050

Dissemination of alarmist rumours among the population.

To His Excellency I. and R. Privy Councillor
Dr. lvan Baron Skerlecz.
Ban of the Kingdoms of Croatia, Slavania and Dalmatia
Zagreb

Zagreb, November 26th 1914.

It has been brought to the knowledge of the Military Command
that already from the beginning of the war a secret society has
been active in Zagreb for the purpose of systematically under-
mining, by the dissemination of false news, the already none-
too-great faith of the populace in the success of our arms.

Not only are the most incredible alarmist reports about re-
verses sustained by our troops, ostensibly obtained from reliable
sources, spread from mouth to mouth, not only is the attitude of
neutral States represented as doubtful, or even directly hostile
to the Monarchy, but these pernicious elements even attack our
well-tried, admirable generals and invent mendacious reports of
treachery and consequent suicide, other tragic demises, etc...

After the brilliant successes of our troops in Serbia, certain
villainous individuals seek to depress the joyous mood among
the Croat population by circulating lying reports about the
taking of Serbian villages (Mitrovica in Serbia, Sabac), where
Croat flags (which were the first to be hoisted) are said to have
been torn down by Magyar troops and replaced by Hungarian
flags, about collisions and bayonet-fights between Croatian and
Hungarian troops supposed to have taken place even in Zagreb o,

etc... etc...

That these unspeakable lies only too easily find credence in
Zagreb, however insane they may be, or at least give rise to
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To His Excellency I. and R. Privy Councillor
Dr. Ivan Baron Skerlecz
Ban of the Kingdoms of Croatia, Slavonia and Dalmatia
Zagreb

Zagreb, December 10, 1914.

Your Excellency’s request of November 26th ult. under O. N.
3050 has received the following reply from the I. and R. Army
G. H. Q. under K. N. 2200, December 1st:

«Every means must be employed to lay hands upon the ring-
leaders of the secret organization for the dissemination of dis-
quieting news and to render them harmless by interning on a
charge of suspicion of espionage or of sedition.”

The Military Command therefore has the honour to prefer the
request that the Provincial Government jointly with the Military
Command should compose a valid statement concerning all past
rumours, append to this text an appeal to all loyal readers point-
ing out how foolish such rumours are and that it is the duty of
all patriots to denounce persons who spread such lies, so that
both originators and disseminators may be brought up for condign
punishment.

All newspapers to insert this notice two days running.

At the same time all newspapers to be requested independent-
ly to publish articles calculated to foster enthusiasm. Copies of
such articles to be sent to the Provincial Government and the
Military Command.

I have the honour, etc. etc...

In the absence of the Military Commander

Signature illegible.
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Command in the matter of Intelligence as they were in duty
bound to do, and as the security of the State imperatively
demands it, more light would have been shed upon all treacherous
activities, and the Military Command would have been spared an
unpleasant correspondence entailing much loss of time.

I take the liberty of reminding Your Excellency in this
connection of the understanding between the traitors at home
and the enemy (which is so irksome to our armies in the field)
and to point out thateven Your Excellency was 8O ill-informed
that Your Excellency could describe Syrmia as loyal and reliable.

I therefore beg Your Excellency to proceed to a radical
remedy as regards the improvement of the Military Intelligence
Department, by causing instructions to be given to the Central
Office to the effect that it is to carry out its functions as touching
the Military Intelligence Service in a manner corresponding to
the importance of this service to the army and incidentally to the
Monarchy.

This necessitates however, that the said office is really given
due scope for its activities.

I also beg that the late Prefect of Police Mr. Klobucaric, who
has proved himself so signally useful and really places his work
in the interests of duty before all personal considerations, may be
attached to the Central Office.

Besides this itis highly necessary thata military representative
should be attached to this department.

Seing that the Provincial Goverment has issued instructions to
all its subordinates, always to be prompt and helpful to the Milit-
ary authorities in all their demands and wishes as regards
Military Intelligence, I venture to hope that Your Excellency
will also fulfil my request, and I beg for a satisfactory decision
at your earliest convenience.

Finally1 take the liberty, with reference to the fact that sundry
documents were sometimes taken first to the Military Command,
taken away, in fact, by the members of the Military Commissions,
to mention (in order to avoid all misunderstandings) that it really
does not matter where the documents are handed in first — as the
Provincial Government and the Military Commands presumably
pursue the same object, — the principal thing being that material
should have been found and not got mislaid.

No documents were handed in here first, except such as might
be supposed to be of military importance or to afford clues for
further proceedings.

Your Excellency is surely aware of the fact that according to
the rules of the “Narodna Odbrana” it is a special and import-
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O. N. 841

To
Zagreb, February 1615.

As Military Commandant of Zagreb I am of opinion that from
the moment of the declaration of war all politics ought to be
altogether set aside, and that from the military point of view the
only matter in question is to discriminate between the loyal
population, faithful to the dynasty and therefore reliable, and
the so to say quite unreliable population, strongly inclined to
high treason, lése-majesté and trafficking with the enemy

On the 17th of last August I met Dr. Frank and Dr. Horvat
for the first time, and that by chance. The two gentlemen had
called on my Chief of Staff and complained that the appeal touch-
ing the demonstration which was to take place that evening
contained a passage which had made a very painful impression
upon the loyal Croats. The passage said that... no section of the
population was to be provoked. Perhaps it was a fortunate
coincidence that I met the two gentlemen that day, as otherwise
there might possibly have been unpleasant incidents.

I now explained to the gentlemen how the appeal had been
made at my instance.

On August 15th the Mayor called on me and requested my per-
mission for a torch-light procession for a preliminary celebration
ot August 18th, the Emperor’s birthday. At the same time he
asked me to place two Infaniry Gompanies at his disposal in
order to protect the procession.

I told the Mayor that I was not in favour of a torch-light pro-
cession as an accident might easily occur in the crowd, but that I
would gladly give my consent toa lantern procession, rendered
impressive by its numbers. There could beno question however
of my placing half a battalion of Infantry at his disposal, because
if the townspeople with the Mayor at their head desired to organ-

3
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By the fact that the Military Command was anxious to proceed
merely in accordance with the military instructions, regardless
of the political importance of given individuals, whereas the
Provineial Government did not proceed in an unprejudiced
manner against political persons, and thence a divergency in
the conception of duty became apparent, an harmonious co-

operation was only rarely possible.

: (‘)x;ving to the privileged position of the Serbo-Croat-Coalit-
jon the pan-Serbian propaganda has probably taken root quicker
and more thoroughly than had been expected even in Serbial

s

Enclosure 2.
A list of the members of the “Narodna Odbrana” in Syrmia.

Highly interesting, because it shows only too plainly that the
certainly belong everywhere to the

professional classes
“parish priest, school-

“Narodna Odbrana”. The sequence
master, inn-keeper, merchant, advocate” is constantly repeated.

But how can this fact be explained and justified ?
Has the Government been in ignorance of all this ?
Enclosure 3.
Translation of a few passages of the publication of the ¢Na-
rodna Odbrana” for 1911, especially of the parts referring to the

society’s activity in Croatia-Slavonia.
Highly interesting! — Here you realize the truth of Arsinov’s

words!
Interesting to note the appreciation of the activity of the

clergy, the scholastic profession, of the Privrednik, of the
Serbian Bank, the honour paid to the traitors, the significance of

lectures, and the unconditional demand for the keeping in touch
This fully explains the constant betrayal of our

with Serbia.
movements, transports of troops, positions, etc...
The dissolution of the Privrednik and vigorous proceedings

against the Serbian Bank in the interests and for the benefit of
the State was suggested to the Provincial Government by O. N.

3771, of 20/12, 1914. Result unknown.

The value of the Serbo-Croat Coalition —as then constituted —
to the Monarchy, is therefore more than open to doubt. To
realize this may be disagreable for the politicians, but in the end
the safety; of the State demands that even the latter should be

duly considered.
In my estimation the time has come for a complete change of
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val ang The local authorities in conjunction with the gendarmes are to

keep the Orthodox population unobtrusively under observation
and in case of need to demand adequate assistance.
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: To the Executive of the Royal Provincial Government of
Croatia-Slavonia-Dalmatia
Zagreb

1
Zagreb, May 30th. 1915
{sgd) SEkrrka,

Major-General.

Please take note.
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1. AND R. MILITARY COMMAND
IN ‘ZAGREB Captain Francis Hocevar of
— the I. and R. I. R. No 53.
Conditions in Croatia-Slavonia

To The General Staff Section of the I. and R. Military Command
Zagreb

Zagreb, August 8th 1915.

... The Government persisted in seeing nothing in this move-
ment but the harmless symptoms of sundry hot-heads. Only
the Sarajevo murder called attention to the serious nature of
these symptoms. On the eve of this event, the situation in the
Monarchy was still so favourable to the Serbs that many a Croat
considered that it would be better to become a Serb and to take
up -the pan-Serbian Idea than to keep to the path of loyalty as
a Croat. And on the strength of this reasoning many adhered
to the Serbs and their ideas.

Owing to the Dualist form of the State they hadin any case
no hope of help from Austria, so they looked to the pan-Serb
realm for the fulfilment of their wishes. Indeed, the propaganda
for this realm promised them everything that their own Govern-
ment refused to concede to them.

So we saw great sections of the Croats gradually becoming
completely captivated by the Serbian Idea, which was naturally
bound ultimately to aim at the union of the Serbs of the Kingdom
with the Serbs and Croats of the Monarchy and Bosnia-Herce-
govina in one great Serbian Empire.

Thus arose the Serbo-Croat Coalition, which has however
always been involved in discord and discomfited by the various
Hungarian Governments, including the present.

Apart from this Coalition stood and still stands the ‘‘Party of
the Right” (Frank Party) which by its party programme repud-
iates the Agreement and refuses to recognize the Serbs as a
nation, and so was from the outset not to be won over to the
Coalition.

The remarkable thing in all Serbo-Croat Coalitions is that
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Croats in America

Zagreb, September 8, 1915.

A letter and newspaper from America arrived for the editorial
office of the local paper “Pokret,” but were stopped by the
censor. Enclosed translation of letter. The original and the
paper were sent in to S.d.d.s.

The “Pokret” is a Coalition paper, the tone of which is not as
frankly Serbophil now as in peace time, but which leaves nothing
to be desired in the matter of the “neutrality” of its judgment.
Considering its tone, the paper might very well appear in
Switzerland, as it nowhere shows the slightest vestige of pat-
riotic feeling or Austro-Hungarian bias.

This explains why the letter from America was sent to this
paper in particular.

In the letter the following is of interest :

You can see from the letter that the agitation for the formation
of a ““Jugoslavia” has permeated all classes of society and that
the agitators abroad belonging to all Southern peoples at bottom
pursue but the one goal.

This goal is the Union of all Slav peoples in the South of
Europe in one realm, the realm of «Jugoslavia.”

There are differences of opinion in so far as one party of these
agitators aspires to found this new realm as an independent
sovereign State, another party would like to bestow it upon an
English Prince and yet others are waiting for the victor and
would like to hand over this realm to the victor.

These differences probably spring from the origin ofthe funds
drawn by the agitators.

But all are agreed in this that ““Jugoslavia” must not be sur-
rendered to Italy's influence, and that not one particle of the
coast from the Sdobba (Isonzo) to Albania is to go to Italy.
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High Treason and Lése-Majesté. Trials in Croatia-Slavonia.
Zagreb, September 9th 1915,

As an illustration of ‘the fact that the Coalition of the Croats

and Serbs entails advantages only for the latter, we enclose a
report of the proceedings in high treason trials in Croatia-

Slavonia.
This report shows thatfor 1751 prosecutions for high treason,
lese-majesté; and disturbance of the public order there were

902 convictions.
Besides this the Public Prosecutor’s Office has received further

information |concerning soms 3000 similar cases, in which how-
ever it was impossible to prosecute for want of witnesses.

ENCLOSURE

Lése-Majesté, High Treason, Insult to Members of the Exalt-
ed Dynasty and Disturbance of the Public Order in Croatia-

Slavonia.
The seditions agitation which has manifested itself since

the accession of Peter Karageorgevic in the mass of the Greek-

Orthodox population and the (relatively small) Serbophil section

of the Catholic population of the South of the Monarchy, and more

especially the wholesale occurence of the crimes of lése-Majesté,
high treason, insult to members of the exalted dynasty and dis-
turbance of the public order are phenomena familiar as regards
their causes and incentive to every one acquainted with Croatian
What is less explicable is the fact that within the

conditions.
last few months the civil authorities in Croatia-Slavonia have
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After the motion of Dr. Kosutic the criminal proceedings
against President Dr. Medakovic and the deputies Wilder, Dr.
Popovic, Svetozar Pribicevic, Valerian Pribicevic and Surmin
were simply dropped. - Only Valerian remained interned — but
without criminal investigation — and the proceedings against
Budisavljevic are being conducted in such a dilatory fashion,
that it is impossible to say when the hearing can take place.

The statistics for denunciations, prosecutions and convictions
in the matter of the abovementioned political crimes in Croatia-
Slavonia since the beginning of October 1914 yield the following
returns;

In spite of the gravity of the cases, the State Prosecutor, pro-
ceeds to an accusation only in about one-third of the cases against
which information is laid, whereas in all the rest proceedings are
dropped after preliminary examination. Inthe case of convic-
tion, the courts inflict minimum penalties, and acquit very fre-
quently even when the evidence is sufficient to convict.

The courts in question usually consist of Greek Orthodox, in
other words, Serbophil judges.

The whole systemis still further favoured by the fact, thatupon
the motion of the State Prosecutor in most cases the Provincial
Courts of Croatia-Slavonia are illegally deputed to take the
place of the High Court in Zagreb, which is alone competent to
deal with these offences (in contravention of the clear terms of
Art. 8 a/11 and 59 of the Penal Code ; consult also Ogorelica,

p. 178).
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Enclosure la.

Enclosure 1 is No. 2 of the Jugoslavenski Glasnik of August
15th 1915, published by the Committee of Serbs, Croats and
Slovenes, printed at Nish by the Royal Serbian State Press and
found in the editorial offices of the ‘‘Piemont” in Belgrade.
Besides several other highly interesting descriptions, the Serbo-
Croat Coalition and its importance for the pan-Serbian Propa-
ganda are shown in their true light in this pamphlet.

P. 31 contains a political sketch by Dr. Josip Jedlowski under
the title ‘“Second London Letter.”

Enclosure II.

It should be noted that the Croatian author Dr. J. Jedlowski,
no less than Dr. Supilo, the spiritual father of the Coalition, the
deputy Dr. Hinkovie, Dr. Franko Potocnjak, Milan Marjanovic,
Dr. Trumbic, Vladislav Fabjancic, Sarinie, Dr. Nikola Stoja-
novie, Dr. Mice Micic and others, is one of the most perfervid
haters of the monarchy, who, as may be seen from Enclosure I1
(copy of the letter), is taking a prominent part in the enrolment of
franc-tireurs, collection of funds in America, England and France,
and certainly also in the transmission of news to and from his
fellow-partisans in the country.

Enclosupe III.

The translation of the letter addressed by the ¢ Jugoslavenski
Odbor” in London to the “Temps” is enclosed.

These are the activities of those members of the Serbo-Croat
Coalition who are now abroad.

Of their party colleagues and partisans who have remained
at home, deputies Dr. Lorkovic, Wilder, Surmin, likewise Bertic
and many others are at present under preliminary examination
on charges of high treason.

The Coalition deputies Dr. Medakovic, Pribicevic, Budisavl-
jevic, Ercegovac, Miscevic, Dr. Dusan Popovic and Dr. Svetislav
Popovic have already been involved in criminal proceedings on
the same charge. These proceedings have been in some cases
dropped, and are still dragging on in others.

The foregoing provides the explanation why, after 18 months
of war, of which the pan-Serbian aspirations were the fund-
amental cause, the Member of the Serbo-Croat Coalition could
openly announce the survival of this «Jdea” without being called
to order by his colleagues and fellow-partisans in the Majority.

It is obvious that the pan-Serbian Idea is still assiduously car-
rying on its work of disintegration, although under another firm,
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To this category likewise belongs the case, — reported under
K.N. 1681 in Point 3 to the Army G.H.Q, — of Mayor Kamenar,
whom His Excellency the Ban vouched for personally at the
sitting of the Diet on the 29th inst., without special interpellation
on the subject, by stating, after personal perusal of the docum-
ents, that accusations levelled against Kamenar were biassed
and exaggerated, as only small derelictions had occurred, which
would appear sufficiently punished with a fine. The details of
this case are contained in Enclosure VIII.

Enclosure VIII.

Remains to be added. The Town Council of Koprivnica,
branded for its disloyal attitude under identical K.N. 1681 in
points 1 and 3, headed by the aforesaid Mayor Kamenar, has
recently bestowed the freedom of the city of Koprivnica upon
His Excellency Infantry General Boroevic. Similarly these gen-
tlemen have interested themselves in the Branch Society of the
Red Cross. In view of their antecedents it is not to be assumed
that this change sprang from spontaneous feeling ; more prob-

ably it was due to instructions from above.

If to this we add the complete break-down of the municipal
Food Control, which is almost cxclusively in the hands of the
members of the Coalitionist gang, we see enough to arouse and
foster discontent, and even war-weariness among the people, as
there is not the slightest sign of improvement perceptible
anywhere.

Enclosure IX.
Enclosure IX added as evidence of the disposition of Croats

living abroad.
ALLESCHOXK,

Lieutenant-Colonel.
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To The I. and R, Military Command
Zagreb

Karlovac, July 10tk 1916,
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lowing way : ““Through my two months’ service with the District
‘ Recruiting Command in Karlovac, I frequently had occasion to
¢ observe that almost all communal and district officials of the
¢ local Recruiting District assist men liable for military service
‘¢ and Landsturm duty in every way to evade their duty.”

Take this case. A man called up in June 1915 was exempted

from Landsturm service until May Ist. 1916 by the Royal and
Provincial Ministry of Defence. He failed to join up on the lIst
of May. Consequently the district authorities in question were
requested to cause the man to join up at once. Instead of caus-
ing the man to join up at once, the district authorities did not
reply until the end of May to the effect that the man could not be
made to join up at once, as he had put in a second plea for exemp-
tion, and was therefore entitled to await the answer at home. I
beg to remark that according to the existing regulations of the
Provincial Ministry of Defence — with which every communal and
district official is familiar — no man is entitled to await the decision
of a second plea for exemption at home after the expiration of
his term of exemption. In view of these above-mentioned clear
instructions of the Royaland Provincial Ministry of Defence I must
maintain that the above-mentioned reply of the district authorities
certainly aimed at a further delay of the man’s joining up.

Consequently I did not enter into further correspondence
with the authorities in question, but had the man brought in by
gendarmes. Even this took some time, so that the man was not
incorporated for Landsturm service until Junelst. Owing to the
assistance of the authorities this individual succeeded in evading
his military duties for two months.

Similar and far worse cases were innumerable. With refer-
ence to this I reported 2 months ago to the I. and R. Military
Command in Zagreb, and a fortnight ago to the County Author-
ities in Zagreb, but have so far received no answer.

Seing that such cases occurred repeatedly, not only in one case
but in that of almost all subordinate authorities, 1 firmly maintain
that the local Serbian Propaganda devotes itself mainly to injuring
the effective strength of our army.

At least one-third of the men called up fail io join up on the
appointed day. If(as e. g. on May 29) 1,250 men are called up,
250 to 300 will fail to turn up. When upon reporting themselves
these defaulters were asked by me, why they had failed to join up
on the appointed day, they would reply: “I was at work in the
fields, or in the forest, etc... and so couldn’t join up before.”

Such answers, given with the utmost calmness and coolness,
show that the population is being incited to such conduct.
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AND, KARLOVAC s

STATION COMMAND, CONFIDENTIAL
K. N. 318

Report re pop. disposition.

To The Chief of Staff of the Military Command,
in Zagreb.

Karlovac, July 29, 1916.
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I. AND R. MILITARY COMMAND
IN ZAGREB CHIEF OF STAFF

N. 215 Res.

CONFIDENTIAL

To The I. and R. Army G.H.Q. —
Intelligence Department F.P.O. 11.

Zagreb, January, 21, 1911.

I enclose the communication No. 33 S.d.d.s. of 2/1/1917, also
that under No. 143/1916 of January 2 with the requestto return the
same.

With reference to the “military obstacles”, I consider that
because of the possible connection which I perhaps do not know
and cannot estimate I ought to suggest a decision.

As the Government was only permitted to inspect documents
which might have inculpated political personages, I consider that
this should be taken as a general rule, if no obstacle transpires
with reference to this very material pieee of evidence.

On the other hand I beg to state that — so far as 1 can judge
of the conditions — it is to be assumed beforehand, that the Royal
State Prosecutor will not only cast doubts upon the genuineness
of the list, but endeavour to adduce counter-evidence.

First the S. d. d. s. should be instructed to await the reply
from the Intelligence Department of the Military Government
General to 143/1916, and then to communicate the reply to us.

2 enclosures.

(sgd) Drorra,

Lieutenant-colonel.

N.B. Enclosed with this report were several lists of members
of the Narodna Odbrana, namely List A — 334 members (Syr-
mia); list B =127 members (Backa-Banat); list C — 181 members
(Bosnia and Hercegovina); D — 56 members in Croatia proper.




1. AND R. ARMY
G. H. Q.

Southern Slav Officers guilty of high treason

Commander-in-Chief Freiherr v. Boroevic
Rec. Op. 45368 24 9 17, 25/9 11/41.
Lt. von Scholler

Baden, September 24, 1911,

According to a notice in Paris paper “Le Te %
twenty-four Austrian officers wholia% surrendelxlgc,ls or(: ilﬁlﬁsgg(;
front z_md are of Southern Slav nationality despatched an address
to' W.lllf:h their signatures were appended to the Serbian Minister
Ristic in Rome, expressing their devotion to King Peter 1, King

:i the Southern Slavs and the whole Karageorgevic Dynasty and
5 epx:siz%clli Stl}::; :ﬁg:isg lti(l)) ebe permitted to devote their lives to
il ration of the Southern Slav Father-
theC:gz:g%ﬁr-(i{z;iﬁi:ﬁ Boroevic is request.ed to report who are
S (rank, name of unit, time of desertion,

Forwarded to General Boroevi
evic and to C
Front. for their information. R

Op. N. 45368

Army G.H.Q.
Chief of Staff.

ARMY G. H. Q. IN BADEN

re Op. Conf. N. 974. 7/2-1918

Telegram

After personal visit of inspection to H. M. Ships Erzherzog
Karl, St. Georg and Monarch and consultation with Naval Port
Commanders and Admirals I beg to report:

It is the opinion of the Admirals that the demoralization of the
crews is due to Czecho-Jugoslav influences, the focus of which is
presumed to bein Laibach.Special activity is shown by a Russian
corresponding wireless station, the whereabouts of which has
not yet been discovered ; incidentally remarkable is the frequent
resort to isolated places and inns — doubtless haunts of con-
spiracy — by members of crews. The great area of the naval
port renders adequate supervision difficult.

Therefore —as I have already repeatedlysaid — it is absolutely
necessary, that the Ministry for the Interior should at once create
an organized State Police in Dalmatia— at least in the Naval
Port, for the present—in order to watch suspect elementsamong
the population, who according to the reports of two Squadron
Commanders displayed sympathy with the mutineers and cheered
them.

The N. Port Commander requests,on the strength of thereports
of Colonel Bottner, who is himself a native of Dalmatia, that
Battns. IV/37,VII/37and I11/23, whichare considered unreliable
by these gentlemen, should be exchanged for Hungarian or German
Infantry Landsturm Battns. I beg to support this request, all the
more as I am convinced that if these Battalions are successively
relieved and withdrawn from home surroundings, they will
answer very well upon another front.

The number to be dealt with by court martial is 43, including
three who have escaped. Sentences will be pronunced and
executed on the 9th. inst. Ofthe remaining 500 about one-half
might be subjected to normal judicial proceedings whereas the
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other half should be regarded as unreliable and removed as
speedily as possible from the naval port by order of the Naval
Command.

SArkoTIC

Commander.

Op. No. 644,

Received Army G.H.Q., Chief of Staff of Op. N. 974
To Naval Command 8/2 1918 1 p.m.
Inspection Officer Vertrubec, Engineer.
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I. AND R. MILITARY
GOVERNMENT GENERAL IN SERBIA

Int. Dep. N. 1580

INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT

To 'General Staff Section of the I. and R. Milit. Command in
Zagreb.

Belgrade, February 15, 1918.

In view of the circumstance that the papers appearing in the
Monarchy have recently begun to publish political and other news
calculated to reactundesirably on the minds ofthe Serb. population
as well as those of the military, you are herewith requested each
time to advise thel. and R. Local Control of Posts and Telegraphs
in Belgradeby telegram ofissues ofindividual German, Hungarian,
Czech, Rumanian, Croatian and Slovene papers published in the
country and containing such news, so that the papers in question
may be confiscated in time, i. e. before they reach individual
news-vendors or the public within the sphere of the M.G.G./S.

Among the Croatian papers those to be chiefly considered as
being read by the Serbian publicare the ““Novosti’, the ‘“Obzor”,
“Jutarni List”’, then the ‘“Glas Slovenaca, Hrvata i Srba”, and
the Osijek (Esseg) paper “Jug.”

The abovementioned procedure concerning the advice by
telegram of papers, the contents of which are notsuitablereading
as regards news for the population or the military, would obviate
the periodic prohibition of individual papers, which, as exper-
ience hasshown, leads to the immediate organization of a regular
smuggling trade in newspapers.

It has been observed that the Serbian public displays a
particular interest in Czech and Seouthern Slav parliamentary
separatist aspirations, and seizes with avidity upon all news
referring to the same, including the Serbophil editorials of the
Croatian papers, and then on the strength of these news draws
all manner of possible and impossible conclusions, whereby the
local population — apart from all incidental exaggerations —is
quite unnecessarily thrown into a state of excitement.

The contemplated procedure is intended to remedy this state
of affairs.

(sgd) SAFRANEK,
Capt.




R. HUNG.
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

No. 3.613.
eln. 1. v. 1918

Prevention of Desertion and seditious Agitation in Croatia and Slavonia

To His Excellency Privy Councillor
Infantry General and I. and R. Minister for War
Rudolf Stoger Steiner, Edler von Steinstaetten.

Budapest, February 19, 1918.

From several reports recently come to hand it may be gather-
ed.that certain symptoms have transpired in Croatia and Slav-
onia which warrant the assumption of a fairly well-prepared,

in.its ultimate object seditious movement in favour of the found-
ation of a Southern Slav State,

The most notable of these symptoms are :

1) According to communication from ‘Army G. H.i Q. Ev.
N 2097 Croatian soldiers are reported to have related in the train

between Brod and Zemun (Semlin
scale are planned for the spring.

2) Private communications state that there are many desert-
ers at large in Croatia and Slavonia.

3) The Jugoslav propaganda is widely spread by the press by
demonstrations and on the occasion of various celebrations. : At
the celebration in honour of the Serbian poet Vojnovic in Osijek
Serbian favours were much in evidence, forbidden songs véere’
sung, and Peter, Pasic and Serbia were cheered. Large num-
!)ers of young men of military age take part in these demonstrat-
ions.

The Osijek daily paper “Jug”, which writes quite openly about
the necessity of founding a great Southern Slav State, is profuse-
ly circulated in the barracks among the soldiers, ,

4) The men say openly that in spring all wi
Tl i pring all will desert to the

5) Desertersbeing brought in are escor
with acclamations and celebrated as heroes.

6) The R. Hung. Honved District Command in Zagreb reports

) that desertions on a grand

ted by the population
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that the number of deserters, especially from units on .the
march, is very great. The men very often desert with their
rifles and full kit, stealing, plundering and endangering the
public safety.

An officer on patrol was shot dead by deser<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>